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Principles of Assessment

Effective assessment:

● Improves student learning. Assessment is an integral part of the instructional
process.

● Recognizes learning differences. Students learn differently and at different
paces and are assessed in ways that highlight their strengths and allow them
to demonstrate mastery and expertise.

● Measures what is truly valued. Assessment is based on a vision of the
learning we value most and how students might best achieve these.

● Is valid. Assessment tools and processes are aligned to standards and
directly measure what they are intended to measure.

● Is fair and ethical. Assessment is based on clear statements of purpose,
standards and criteria against which success will be measured. Students
have a clear understanding of what is expected of them.

● Is non‐discriminatory, culturally appropriate and allows for diversity in learning
styles.

● Is efficient and feasible. Assessment tasks are clear, appropriate and
well-structured. They are achievable in a reasonable time frame mainly within
the classroom. They are designed to allow teachers to give timely feedback to
students.

● Promotes learner self‐reliance. There are ample opportunities for students to
monitor their learning through self‐assessment, and to be involved in the nature
and timing of assessment tasks.

● Is authentic and contextual. Assessments encourage students to engage in
the thoughtful application of knowledge and skills to real issues and
problems.

Purposes of Assessment:
The primary purpose of assessment is to improve student learning by:

● giving students the opportunity to demonstrate their learning, experience
success, and increase self‐reliance by understanding their own
progress, setting realistic goals and planning the next stages of their
learning.

● enabling teachers to: determine degrees of prior knowledge before starting
new learning; ascertain degrees of understanding at various stages of the
learning process; identify and support learning differences and learning styles
and monitor and modify teaching strategies and content.

● providing parents with the opportunity to be partners in the learning process
and information for them to assist their child in planning for the future, both
immediate and long term.

● providing teachers and administrators with the data necessary for effective
curriculum evaluation and revision.

● providing other learning institutions with the data necessary for admissions
and grade/year placement



● decisions and accurate information on what the child knows and is able to
do, including strengths and areas needing support.

● promoting student self-reflection

Assessment in Kindergarten

Assessment is a process of gathering information about a child, reviewing the
information, and then using the information to plan educational activities that are at
a level the child can understand and is able to learn from.

Assessment is a critical part of a high-quality, early childhood program. When
educators do an assessment, they observe a child to get information about what
he/she knows and what he/she can do.

Observing and documenting a child’s work and performance over the course of
a year allows an educator to accumulate a record of the child’s growth and
development.

This assessment record is also a great tool to share with parents so they can
follow their child’s progress at school, understand their child’s strengths and
challenges, and plan how they can help extend the learning into their homes.

Why is assessment important?

Assessment provides educators, parents, and families with critical
information about a child’s development and growth. Assessment can:

● Provide a record of growth in all developmental areas: cognitive,
physical/motor, language, social-emotional, and approaches to learning.

● Identify children who may need additional support and determine if
there is a need for intervention or support services.

● Help educators plan individualized instruction for a child or for a group of
children that are at the same stage of development.

● Provide a common ground between educators and parents or families to use
in collaborating on a strategy to support their child.

How often do we assess?

● Baseline assessment is done during the first two weeks of school so
teachers can identify the students starting point.

● Some assessments such as Phonics and High-Frequency Words are
repetitive, an assessment occurs approximately every 6 weeks, but only
assess areas the child did not master.

● Pre-assessments are done before topics/themes are taught to identify
what the group already knows, the same assessment is then done after
to identify what they learnt!



How are parents informed about the results?

● Parent Teacher Meetings
● Two Stars and a Wish Reports (mid-term reports)
● End of Semester Report Cards (KG are currently sending report cards for

Winter Break, Spring Break and Summer Vacation, however this is
subject to change)



Assessment in- Elementary and Middle

For Grades 1-8 assessments at MAS are broadly categorized as being two types. Diagnostic
assessments and Performance assessments. Below is a guide for teachers and parents.

Diagnostic Assessments/ Diagnostic Tasks Performance Assessments/
Performance Tasks

These are for the TEACHER to check
what your child does/ does not know.

The teacher will then adapt what they teach
in the next lessons to support your child in a
more individualized way to make sure they
make even greater progress.

The score helps the teacher plan what to
teach next to support or stretch your child
but does not contribute significantly to their
semester grade.

Sometimes a diagnostic assessment will be
a test or quizzes, or they are tasks that tell
the teacher about your child’s level of
understanding.

It's important for your child to try their best
but remember this is developmental and
designed to show the teacher how to help
your child to improve. Neither you, nor your
child, needs to become stressed about
diagnostic
assessments.

These are for your child to show their
best work and the scores contribute to
their semester grade.

Teachers will give students and parents
notice for performance assessments/
performance tasks and usually the students
will have practiced what is being covered
previously in a diagnostic assessment.

Teachers will make it clear what skills or
content will be covered by the performance
assessment or performance task so
students can feel prepared.

A performance assessment is usually a
test style.

A performance task could be any type of
work from a video presentation to an essay
for the student to demonstrate their learning
so far.



We are adding a greater variety to the types of assessments and tasks we ask
of our students to provide greater interest and stimulation and to ensure that
students can apply their learning to a wider range of contexts and will provide
authentic student work and where possible to avoid assessment activities which
are screen focused.

Long-Term Goals for 2021/22-2023/2024 (Strategic plan)

Achieving Very Good progress (61% at or above 61%tile) in MAP in Reading, Language
Use, Math and Science.

75% of students across all phases are performing at 75% or above (grade level
expectations) in internal assessments.

Improve writing skills in English and Arabic so that at least 61% of students are
achieving 75% on their internal writing assessments (very good).

Enhance reading across the curriculum and improve reading levels so that at least very
good (61% of students are at or above 61%tile) in Map Reading Scores or in alternate
assessments depending on phase.

PREPARATION OF INTERNAL ASSESSMENTS

The starting point for planning internal assessments is the standards
which have been taught. The external assessment MAP should also be
considered- ensuring students are well prepared for both the style, format
and content of these assessments so that they are able to confidently show
their ability. A non-negotiable for internal assessments is to increase
rigor of internal assessments so that internal scores more closely align
to external scores.

Lesson planning should be planned backwards from the required outcomes
and standards meeting the skill and knowledge gaps shown by the
students.

1. Baseline assessments may be given at the start of the unit/topic or
semester in order to gauge prior learning and allow teachers to better
understand where to focus the learning and to understand the knowledge
and skills gaps of their class. These should relate directly to the content
which will be covered and the curriculum resources can often provide a
standards aligned test which you can use (subject and grade dependent)
2. Diagnostic assessments / diagnostic tasks an assessment (test) or

task (any type of output) which the teacher believes will give them a
good indication of the level of skills and or knowledge of the student.
These assessments are marked / scored but this score does not
contribute to a student's semester/ final grade.



3. Performance assessments / performance tasks an assessment (test)
or task (any type of output) which the teacher believes will give them a
good indication of the level of skills and or knowledge of the student.
These assessments are marked / scored and this score does contribute
to a student's semester/ final grade.

4. End of Semester Assessments these will be examinations in style and
assess the standards covered explicitly in the preceding semester and
any spiral standards which are repeated from previous years. End of
semester exams should be written in advance of the end of Semester
(your HOD will set the due date for these) and will be checked by the
HOD with the teacher to ensure the exam is an accurate assessment of
the content covered. These should be sufficiently rigorous in design and
content so that scores closely match those achieved on external
assessments.

Please note:
● Exams prepared on Schoology must also be printed to be reviewed

prior to publishing for the students in the same manner that paper
assessments are reviewed.

● All assessments must align to the curriculum standards. For paper
exams, include the standards page. For Schoology exams, align each
question to the standard.


